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For the Turks swarmed there in a crowd,
Beating their drums and shouting loud.
Before their gardens now took station
People of many a different nation.
Pisans were there and Genoese,
Nor can it here be told how these
Men had to suffer, thrusting back
The hated infidels5 attack.                                                 11,450
AND DRAW UP IN BATTLE ARRAY
The Turks now set to work to shoot,
To shriek and shout and yell and hoot 5
And a fierce onslaught did ensue,
Giving our good folk much to do.
Right down upon the ground they kneeled.
Holding erect target and shield
Before them, each with lance in hand.
The king, who well for battle planned,
Placed 'twixt each pair who held a shield
An arbalester well concealed                                                   11,4-60
And a man who, at his request,
Would wind for him his arbalest
And give it him when it was needed 5
In this manner the host succeeded
In making their defense most stout.
Of course it is beyond all doubt
That those who were in such a pass,
Confronted by such mighty mass
Of Turks, for their heads felt great fear.
But, just as true as you are here,                                             11,470
The king went 'mong the knights, beseeching
Them, encouraging, and preaching
With gallant words. Jean de Preaux
Went, too, exhorting them also.
And they said: "Now we shall observe
Who well and nobly strives to serve
So long as God his life doth spare: